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SCULPTURE BY THE SEA 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.01 am]: Each year Cottesloe Beach is 
transformed into a public sculpture park that attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors through the Sculpture by 
the Sea exhibition. It is one of the most exciting events on the state’s diverse and exciting events calendar, which 
inspires people of all ages. The 2016 exhibition features 77 artists from 19 countries, including a strong 
contingent of local artists. One of the highlights has been the work of Chinese performance artist and 
photographer Li Wei, who has staged attention-grabbing aerial photographs above some of the world’s most 
famous cities, such as Paris, Milan, Vienna, Amsterdam, and now Perth. Li Wei’s participation was supported by 
Tourism WA, and I am pleased that the state government, through Tourism WA, Lotterywest and the 
Department of Culture and the Arts, has been a sponsor of Sculpture by the Sea since it began in 2005. Of 
course, private sector support and philanthropy are crucial for events such as this, and this year saw Rio Tinto 
come on board as a major sponsor, funding the $50 000 Rio Tinto Sculpture Prize. This prize went to Dale Miles 
of New South Wales for his work Parallel Thinking Space, which is a beautiful piece made from Western red 
cedar. The $10 000 Western Australian Sculptor Scholarship, which since 2013 has been donated by 
Gavin Bunning and Julienne Penny, went to Olga Cironis for her work Mountain of Words. 

Now in its twelfth year, and with Cottesloe being one of only two locations in the world to host the event, 
Sculpture by the Sea is a fantastic way for the public to engage with the arts in a particularly picturesque 
environment. The event supports the government’s goal of increasing the value of tourism in the state to 
$12 billion by 2020, and provides yet another way for the community to come together and share unique and 
transformative experiences. The exhibition’s final days are this weekend and I encourage all members to take 
their families and friends to enjoy Sculpture by the Sea. 
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